
Alert Limits for Chemistry 
 

SERUM/PLASMA ALERT LIMITS CSF ALERT LIMITS 

AMMONIA   >50 mmol/L GLUCOSE  <20 >300 mg/dL 

Na  <125 >150 mmol/L PROTEIN   >300 mg/dL 

K  <3.0 >6.0 mmol/L   

Cl  <80 >120 mmol/L WHOLE BLOOD ALERT LIMITS 

CO2  <10 >40 mmol/L pH (arterial)  <7.20 >7.60   

CREATININE   >7.5 mg/dL pCO2 (arterial)  <20 >70 mm Hg 

GLUCOSE  <40 >500 mg/dL pO2 (arterial)  <40   mmHg 

Ca  <1.50 >3.50 mmol/L HEMOGLOBIN, total <7.0   g/dL 

iCa  <0.75 >1.50 mmol/L CARBOXYHEMOGLOBIN   >20.0 % 

Mg  <0.50 >2.00 mmol/L METHEMOGLOBIN   >10.0 % 

iMg  <0.20 >1.00 mmol/L      

LACTATE   >5.0 mmol/L      

LITHIUM   >1.4 mmol/L       

OSMOLALITY  <250 >320 mOsm/kg URINE ALERT LIMITS 

PHOSPHORUS  <1.0 >10.0 mg/dL PROTEIN  3+ (confirmed) 

UREA NITROGEN   >100 mg/dL PREGNANCY TEST weakly positive and positive 

URIC ACID   >15.0 mg/dL URINALYSIS all cellular casts 

 


